Transcranial color-coded sonography in basilar artery stenting.
Basilar artery (BA) stenting is an emerging technique with promising results in revascularization of severe arteriosclerotic stenoses. Because of the limitations associated with other noninvasive techniques, we applied transcranial color-coded sonography (TCCS) in the follow-up. Successful stent application in two cases of acute basilar occlusion caused by thrombosis on pre-existing severe midbasilar stenoses was initially confirmed by angiography. Later recanalization was controlled noninvasively by magnetic resonance angiography (MRA), computed tomographic angiography (CTA) and TCCS. Ultrasound (US) was performed through the transtemporal bone window; a contrast-enhancing agent had to be used in one case. TCCS showed an orthograde flow in the distal BA in both patients without signs of severe stenoses. Transtemporal TCCS was demonstrated to be a noninvasive bedside technique in monitoring the patency of the BA after stenting.